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Banovallum House 

The route starts on the eastern side of the house, nearest 
the Market Place. Go through the pedestrian gate into the 
meadow. The path follows the right-hand boundary of the 
meadow to the river bank. At certain times of the year a 
number of sheep may be seen here. A hay crop is usually 
taken in late July. At the river turn left along the bank. The 
river is quite clean and is rich in aquatic life, including fish 
such as chub, trout and bream. The path continues along the 
bank and passes into a small copse of willows and other 
newly planted trees. The largest oak tree is known as the 
Cranbrook Oak, having been planted by Lord Cranbrook at 
the opening ceremony for the headquarters in 1993. 
  
The path continues into the North Staunch Field, a narrow 
strip of pasture between the river and the road. There are 
some fine old willows overhanging the river bank. Bear left 
away from the bank and head back across the field towards 
the gateway near the road. A gate leads into the wildlife 
garden, which has been developed to include a sensory area 

and a butterfly and moth garden. Some of the features to 
note are the small woodland, the green lane access to the 
meadow, and the wildlife pond. Other habitats are being 
created in order to demonstrate what can be done to 
encourage garden wildlife and to help people to plan small 
conservation areas. Plants that have been introduced to the 
pond and its margins include greater spearwort, bogbean, 
water-soldier, yellow flag and purple-loosestrife. 
  
Follow the path to the arch in the brick wall. The archway 
leads into the walled garden, which is being restored on 
traditional lines, with wide borders, open flower beds and an 
ornamental pond. You are welcome to stroll around the 
garden. On a mound next to the roadside wall there is a fine 
old walnut, which is reputed to have been planted by Sir 
Joseph Banks. The path from the walled garden leads back to 
the car park. 

Waymarked Route - 0.5 km (0.3 miles) 


